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Only one move in a lifetime has taken Lloyd Michael Bollinger away from the home in which he ,was born, reared, and is still living several miles Southeast of Hickory.


Uncle Sam did the moving, during World War Two.  Mr. Bollinger spent eighteen months at Adak in the Aleutian Islands in a climate vastly different from what he was accustomed to back home.


Manager of the men's department of the Belk-Broome company store of Hickory, Mr. Bollinger has been identified with the store since 1937, except for his two-year stint in the United States Army.





Works Himself Up





He. worked himself up, so to speak, from the bottom to a top position with the company.  He was still helping out on the farm when he went to work for Mr. Broome, starting in the basement, which was under the management of Herbert Landis, who is now manager of the Belk store at Sylvia.


From that department Mr. Bollinger was promoted to the first floor, where for two years, 1940-41, he was in charge of the women's shoe department.


Mr. Bollinger hasn't gotten to the top of the building yet, but he has climbed pretty steadily in position.  He was transferred from the shoe department to men's clothing, where he clerked until he was made manager of the department, which adjoins the main building facing Second street, NW. 


Store work appeals to Mr. Bollinger, but what influenced him to try it - he is still unable to say; unless it was to get away from the heavy, chores and hard outdoor work on the farm, particularly as it grew hotter in late Spring and early Summer. 





Classed As Farmer





After the crops were laid by, he said, it wasn't so bad.  As he chatted away in a comfortable, air conditioned office at the store, Mr. Bollinger's said that while he is still classified as a farmer, what work he does after hours its in the cool of early evening, "when the lengthening shadows chase away the discomfort of a long, hot day."' 


"It is great to relax down on the farm after a busy day," he said, "so long as the burden of work falls on someone else's shoulders."


Mr. Bollinger is the son of the late Lawrence M. Bollinger, prominent farmer and dairyman, who passed away in October, 1943.  His mother, the former Miss Cora Bolick, is still living at the farm home, which is located on Highway No. 70 between Mull's Motel and Lail's Greenhouse. The farm is an old landmark.  Mr. Bollinger's father was one of the first men in Catawba county to become a Jersey breeder. 





Raises Cattle 





The younger Mr. Bollinger still has a herd of cattle on the place, but they are mostly of the whiteface, stock.  "It does away with milking," he said with a laugh.


The land is sowed mostly in small grain and hay, with enough garden spots in cultivation to afford an ample supply of vegetables for family use. Mr. Bollinger is one of a family of eight girls and two boys.  Five of his sisters are still living.  He attended High school at Startown, graduating in 1937.  That same year he began “helping out” at the Belk-Broome company store, and decided that was the life he wanted.  He tossed a nice bouquet to Karl W. Broome, the manager, whom he termed, "one of the finest men I ever knew.”  He also said he enjoyed the store personnel a great deal, and the contacts he makes with the general public.  “I like people," he said, "and enjoy the opportunity of meeting them and making new- friends every, day."





Ads Bring Results 





While getting in a plug for his store, Mr. Bollingier decided to give the Hickory Daily Record a boost, particularly in its fine advertising service.  It is true, he said from experience, that "it pays to advertise honestly and consistentIy.  It brings results,”


Mr Bollinger went into service in 1944, and after basic training was sent with the Sixty-third General  Department, stationed at Adak, the only outfit to which, he was ever assigned.


"No, it wasn't so bad," he replied, when questioned about the tediousness of life there, and extreme cold of the weather. 


Summers in the Aleutians, he,said, are "somewhat similar our Winters here." There are many windy days on the islands with snow on the mountain peaks the year round.  Winters there are extremely cold with snow on the lower levels from nine to ten months out of the year.





Greatest Day In Life 





Receiving his discharge, he returned home to see his year-old son, Larry -- now nine years old and a student-in the Fourth grade at Startown school -- for the first time.  "That was the greatest day in all my life," he said with a spreading smile on his face.


A young son, Dennis, is now six.  Mrs. Bollinger is the former Miss Frances Bowman, daughter of  Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Bowman of Hickory.  Her father is president of Hickory Packing Company, Inc.  They were married Sept. 12, 1942.  Like his parents and grandparents before him, Mr. Bollinger is active in New Jerusalem Lutheran church.  He got busy with the rest of the congregation when fire destroyed the edifice in 1942 and set I about seeing that the church was rebuilt.  He was in charge of the committee raising funds for the purchase of a new electric organ, and prominent in other affairs of the congregation.  He was on the Council at the time, but retired under the plan of rotation.  He teaches Sunday school, is a member of the Brotherhood, and presently is serving as secretary of the Western District Brotherhood of the ULCA.





Civic Affiliations





Mr. Bollinger belongs to the American Legion Post here, the Moose club, and the Optimist club, in which he is serving as membership chairman.


e has been manager of Belk’s men’s clothing department since 1952, having worked in the department since his return from service. 


His motto is “service with a smile,” which he practices diligently every day.


Hobbies are few and far between with Mr. Bollinger .  Farming is his outdoor recreation, “but I guess,” he said, "that playing golf would be cheaper.”


